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ORIGIN ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 FDRE-00 IGA-02 PM-04 L-03 SSO-OO 

NSCE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO SP-02 

PA-02 PRS-01 USIE-00 DHA-02 EB-07 HEW-06 10-11 SCSE-00 

SCA-01 /064R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CEN:LKILDAY :HB 
APPROVED BY PHA/FDRC - G.H. SHELDON 

105583 

O 071413Z FEB 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 030912 

E.O. 11652; N/A 

TAGS: SWEL, GT, CO 

SUBJECT: DISASTER RELIEF FOR GUATEMALA 

REFS: USDAO BOGOTA 0622007 FEB. 76 

1 . REGRET THAT USG UNABLE TO PROVIDE AIRCRAFT TO TRANSPORT 
RELIEF SUPPLIES COLLECTED BY GUATEMALAN AMBASSADOR OR 
OTHERS. YOU MAY WISH TO POINT OUT TO AMBASSADOR THAT COST 
OF SPECIAL TRANSPORT OF MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES FREQUENTLY 
EXCEEDS GREATLY THE VALUE OF THESE SUPPLIES, AND THAT 
PROVISION OF USAF TRANSPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO GUATEMALAN 
RELIEF FROM POINTS OUTSIDE U.S. IS NOT BEST USE OF OUR 
LIMITED DISASTER RELIEF RESOURCES. COMMERCIAL AIR SHIPMENT 
MAY BE A BETTER ALTERNATIVE. FOR ADDITIONAL PERSPECTIVE, 

YOU MAY ALSO WISH TO POINT OUT THAT TO THIS POINT USG 
HAS PROVIDED FOR GUATEMALAN RELIEF ONE 100 BED MILITARY 
FIELD HOSPITAL, 600 TENTS, 12 3,000 GALLON PORTABLE WATER 
TANKS, ASSORTED MEDICINES AND MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT, A 
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DISASTER RELIEF. WE HAVE ALSO APPROVED ASSIGNMENT OF 
EIGHT CH-47 HELICOPTERS, AND ARE ARRANGING FOR AERIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY OF AFFLICTED AREA. 

2. THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS SO FAR NOT REPEAT NOT PROVIDED 
AIRLIFT OF DONATIONS COLLECTED BY U.S. CITIZENS, SINCE 
WE CONSIDER ARRANGEMENT FOR THE TRANSPORT OF SUCH 
DONATIONS TO BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DONORS. IN 
THE U.S. WE ARE REPEATEDLY URGING THAT COLLECTIONS ONLY 
OF MONEY BE STARTED UNTIL OFFICIAL REQUESTS FOR SPECIFIED 
HIGH PRIORITY MATE, RTF, I. ARE RECEIVED. SISCO 
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